CHAPTER II
NATIONALITY AND RACE
i. DIFFERENCES AND PARALLELS IN THE IDEAS OF
RACE AND NATION
Nation is a term of social science, race one of natural science.
The two concepts, therefore, refer to different sides of human
existence, and a careful investigator will not use them indis-
criminately. In popular thought, however, both ideas are closely
associated and often identified. The reason obviously is that
most people find it difficult to conceive a close social unity with-
out a physical bond, and that they cannot think of common
mentality without common blood. An intimate solidarity or
fraternity between members of a nation seems to them to imply
a real relationship as between members of a family. The nature
of group consciousness, indeed, is such a complicated matter that
even scientifically trained observers often go astray in its inter-
pretation. The same holds good as regards the force of tradi-
tion which a mind not trained to a real understanding of his-
torical forces will usually conceive as a transmission by heredity.
Most people are ignorant of the fact that each nation is com-
posed of different racial elements and that its composition changes
in the course of time. Hitler is certainly not of the same stock
as Charlemagne was, and the fact that both were striving for
world domination should not be interpreted as a proof for the
innate disposition of a " German race " which does not exist.
To a certain degree, of course, there is a racial community between
many members of the same nation, and between different genera-
tions of a nation. Intermarriages between individuals belonging
to the same national group being more frequent than marriages
between members of different1 groups, there must be a certain
consanguinity within a nation. In every nation, therefore, a
tendency towards racial unification exists, which, however, is
counteracted by other tendencies, namely, by the segregation of
racial traits discovered by Mendel, by the social seclusion of
sections of the nation from one another, and by the invasion,
immigration or infiltration of foreign races.
Common usage does not sharply distinguish between race and
nation. Crabb's well-known book on English synonyms even
says that a nation is a people connected by birth, and that, there*
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